
 

 
WIDA Lesson Plan: Grades K-5  
Feel free to adjust this lesson plan for grade, proficiency level, and group size. You may freely edit, 
copy and share this lesson plan and activity sheet for teaching purposes.  
 

Introduction 
 
Lesson Title: Understanding Language Proficiency to Develop Language Goals 
 

Topic: Language Proficiency and Goal Setting 

 
Grade Levels: K-5 

 
Language Domain(s): This lesson addresses all four language domains: reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking. 
 

Approximate Duration: 60 -90 minutes 

 
Content Objective: Students will be able to discuss language proficiency levels and the purpose of 
ACCESS for ELLs in small group and whole class discussion. Additionally, students will be able explain in 
writing their language goals and identify which supports will help them achieve those goals. 
 
Language Target: Students will explain their goals and preferences around language learning 
experiences and discuss with their classmates, giving descriptive examples. When writing language 
goals, students will use simple and complex sentences containing vocabulary related to language 
development. Note: This language target may be adapted for different grade and proficiency levels. 
 

Language Supports: The box ďĞůŽǁ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ĂŶ�͞ǆ͟�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�supports used in the lesson. 

Sensory Support Graphic Support Interactive Support 

 Real-life objects (realia)  Charts x In pairs or partners 

 Manipulatives  Number Lines x In triads or small 
groups 

 Pictures & photographs  Tables x In whole group 

x Illustrations & 
diagrams 

 Graphs  Using cooperative 
group structures 

 Magazines & 
newspapers 

 Timelines 

 Physical activities x Graphic organizers: 
___________________
___________________ 
___________________ 

 Using the Internet or 
software programs x Videos & films 

 Broadcasts 

 Models & figures  In the native language  

     With mentors 

 



Assessment and Feedback: 
Content Assessment: Students will demonstrate their knowledge of language proficiency in a graphic 
organizer, they will show their understanding of the purpose behind ACCESS for ELLs in class discussion 
and partner work, and they will set language acquisition goals based on their individual learning style 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨŝĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�͞What Type of Learner Am I?͟�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͘  
 
Language Assessment:  Throughout the lesson, the teacher will use a variety of formative assessments 
that will require students to listen, read, speak, and write.  These assessments include a circle time, 
think-pair-ƐŚĂƌĞ͕�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�͞What Type of Learner Am I?͟�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͘� 

 
Context: This lesson should be given after students have taken ACCESS for ELLs and received their 
scores, as it will help them understand how knowledge of their strengths and weaknesses can be used 
to set future language goals. The lesson can be given in one class period or divided over multiple days. 
 

Part 1: Understanding Language Proficiency 
 
Bell work Activity: (5 min) After class has begun, students will gather in a circle with the teacher, who 
will lead a whole-class discussion about the topic below: 
 

 What are some good things about learning English? What are some things that are difficult 
wŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ?  (Note: This may be a good time for the teacher to lead a 
discussion about how knowing multiple languages can be an asset) 

 
Anticipatory Set: Think/ Pair Share (10 min) For Grades 3-5, have students work with their partner to 
discuss the following questions. After 5-7 minutes, pairs will share out in a teacher-led class discussion.  
For Grades K-2, students can answer these questions in teacher-led centers. Note: This anticipatory set 
could also work as an individual journaling activity or whole-class discussion. Please adjust for 
developmental levels accordingly.  



 The teacher will pass out a graphic organizer for students to fill out during the lesson.  The 
graphic organizer has not been included. However, teachers can adapt the model below for 
their individual needs.  

 The teacher will define and discuss the meaning of language proficiency and then discuss the 
four domains of language proficiency.  As the teacher provides the definition on the board, 
students will copy it into their graphic organizers. Teachers adapt examples from the Can Do 
Descriptors in student-friendly language. (See example below.)  

 
Note: Teachers could make graphics (ex: picture of a student wearing headphones to listen or a 
student writing) that students could cut and paste into the graphic organizer columns. 

 
 

What is Language Proficiency? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
What things can a strong 
listener, reader, 
speaker, and writer do? 

Listening Reading Speaking  Writing 
A strong listener 
can: 

 
Follow instructions 
to complete a task 

 
 

A strong reader 
can: 



Part 2: Determining Student Strengths and Setting Goals 
 
Independ



 
 

 

 

What Type Of Learner Am I? 
Fill in the blanks and draw some of the things that you love to do in class. 

I learn English best when 

________________________________________

________________________________________

) 

 

In English, I’m really good at 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

It’s helpful when my teacher 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

My favorite class activity is 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 


